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2021 PROPOSED REDISTRICTING GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA

1. Constitutional Population Equality

a. Each legislative district should be drawn to achieve a total population that is
substantially equal as practicable, considering the other principles listed below,
with a total population variance (deviation) consistent with U.S. Supreme Court
precedent.

b. Each congressional district shall be drawn with a total population of plus or
minus one person from the ideal district size.

2. Compliance with Law — All plans proposed by the Commission will comply with federal
law, including the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended; the Virginia Constitution; and
other Commonwealth law on minority voting rights.

3. Communities of Interest — To maintain the communities of interest in the
Commonwealth, the Commission shall consider the following requirements, in order of
priority:

a. Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory
and shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation
in proportion to the population of the district.

b. The integrity and priority of existing political subdivisions should be preserved to
the extent possible by avoiding unnecessary divisions of those subdivisions.

c. Districts shall have clearly defined and clearly discernable boundaries.

d. Neighborhoods or any geographically defined group of people living in an area
who share similar social, cultural, and economic interests shall be maintained to
the extent possible.

4. Maps shall not favor or disfavor any political party, [but in no case will the Commission
consider the residences of incumbents as part of its consideration of this factor].

5. The identifying of these criteria is not intended to limit the consideration of any other
principles or factors that the Commission deems appropriate.

Note on Communities of Interest: Communities of interest are extremely important to the
Commission and the interest in preserving these communities is reflected in these guidelines.
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1 This date is all but set in stone at this point. Once the data is received, the 45 day/60 day clocks start to run. However, the data will first need to be adjusted
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